ITALIAN   SCHOOLS

[Seventeenth-Century Italian and Sixteenth-
Century Florentine Masters]

ROOMS   XXVII,   XXVI   AND   XXIX
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THE best course now is to cut through the French
Room, No. XXI, into Room XXVIII, which is
reserved for New Acquisitions or temporary Exhibi-
tions of Special Periods, We then arrive on the
threshold of Room XXVII, which is devoted to works
of the later Italian schools of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries.

ROOM   XXVII

With the advent of the seventeenth century in Italy,
the artistic tradition which had flourished so strongly
for three centuries was beginning to wear out and the
fine flower of Italian painting seemed in grave danger
of running to seed. The unfettered genius of the High
Renaissance had, in the new century, given place to
a movement of constrained Mannerism, in which the
artist felt it his duty to embark upon some pretentious
theorizing and to labd his efforts "The Grand Style\
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